‘M‘S’ Request: Finalize $22 million in

. funding for the MS Research
minescersss  Program for Fiscal Year 2023.

Society

The MS Research Program (MSRP) is the only federal funding stream

specifically for MS research.
e MBSRP funds high-impact, high-risk research based on input from people with MS.
e Congress established the MSRP in fiscal year 2009 and to date, the MSRP has funded $93.1
million in MS research.
e The Society is a strategic partner with the federal government. To date, the Society has funded
over $1.06 billion in MS research.

Congress should fund the MSRP at S22 million without delay, to get the funds

into researchers’ hands as soon as possible.

e A S2 million increase over last year’s level of $20 million will more adequately fund promising
MS research, while also accounting for inflation for MS researchers.

e The House of Representatives Appropriations Committee recently advanced their proposed
funding level set at $20 million for FY23. The Senate has not yet set its funding level for the
MSRP.

e The MSRP has a two-step review process to determine what projects it will fund—a scientific
review, and a consumer review, where people with MS participate. When Congress is delayed
in getting funding to MSRP, the review panels are delayed in making their recommendations,
and researchers are left waiting without funding.

MS in Veterans and Active-Duty Service Members:
e Nearly 70,000 American veterans live with MS.!
e MSis considered a presumptive condition by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
o Over half of veterans with MS seen by the Veterans Health Administration have
“service-connected” MS.
o The VA MS Centers of Excellence serve approximately 49,000 Veterans with MS."
e MS has a higher incidence in military service members than in the general population.

What is multiple sclerosis (MS)?

e MSis an unpredictable, often disabling disease of the central nervous system.

e The progress, severity and specific symptoms of MS in any one person cannot yet be predicted.
e Nearly 1 million people in the United States live with MS.




Bold Research Gives Hope to MS Community

MS does not fit into a box — every person has different symptoms. For
Mike Olex, initial symptoms of facial paralysis and deafness led him to a
diagnosis of progressive MS over 16 years ago.

He has tried 9 different medications through the years with no success in
stopping his disease progression. With his background as a researcher,
Mike knows that to find a cure for a disease as complex as MS, research

must be innovative. When he was given

“Supporting the MSRP the chance to serve as a peer reviewer for

shows people with MS the MSRP, he saw this as an opportunity

and the military to serve people with MS.

community that multiple

avenues need to be “MS impacts a lot of people — so many Mike Olex, MS Activist and MSRP Consumer
explored to find a cure are hurting. The MSRP supports research ~ Reviewer

that may not get funded through

traditional channels. These studies find completely different paths for how we
should treat patients and alleviate challenges faced by the MS community,” Olex
says. “It takes some of the best research in the country and funnels it towards
the needs of the MS community.”

and that our government
is supporting people with
MS and helping find an
end to this disease.”

MSRP Fills Critical Gaps in MS Research

The MSRP gives researchers like Vicky Leavitt, Ph.D., the funding they need to
address urgent gaps in research that could make an immediate impact for the
1 million people living with MS in the U.S. Over 50% of people with MS
experience cognitive changes, ranging from memory problems to language
issues, which can lead to challenges like leaving the workforce. And yet, there
are no effective treatments to address this.

Clinical scans often just inform patients of new lesions in their brain or spine;
but these scans provide so much more information on what is happening in
the brain.

Funding from the MSRP allows Leavitt and her team to tap into the
understudied wealth of data these scans provide to potentially find a
biomarker that can pinpoint the causes of cognitive changes —and in turn,
develop treatments to stop, delay or reverse this symptom. This would be a
groundbreaking discovery that could also help those with other neurological
disorders, such as Alzheimer’s.

Leavitt, a clinical neuropsychologist,
neuroscience researcher and

assistant professor at Columbia
University Irving Medical Center and
“None of us wants our cognition to change or decline over time. This cofounder and chief scientific officer

discovery would enable us to develop targeted treatments for cognitive at eSupport Health, PBC.
change, something that the MS community desperately needs.”
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